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“With an increasingly ‘skill-specific’ job 
market developing across many sectors 
of our economy, students and parents 

should take full advantage of the many 
career exploration and planning tools 
available through their schools, the 

All In Project, and the Texas Education 
Agency (TEA), Texas Higher Education 

Coordinating Board (THECB), and Texas 
Workforce Commission (TWC) websites. 

Career & Technical Education (CTE) 
programs in high school can serve as the 
student’s first venture into the world of 
work, and students should not discount 
the increasing value of technical skill 
certificates and Associate of Applied 
Science degrees available from local 
community and technical colleges. 

Although it is true that lifelong earnings 
are enhanced by each higher educational 
degree level attained, current research 
shows the majority of tomorrow’s good 

jobs are ‘technical’ in nature – not 
requiring a full four-year degree. As the 

economy and job market continue to 
change, even students seeking bachelor’s 

degrees should carefully research 
whether there is, or will be, future job 
demand for the degree they will seek.”
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texas southmost college, diagnostic medical sonography students
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